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COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 

 
 

English Language/English Literature 
 
 

Mathematics 
 
 

Science 
 
 

French   or   German    or   Spanish 
(as in Year 9) 

 
 

Theology and Ethics 
 
 

Physical Education 
 
 

Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education 
 
 

Design and Technology 
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ENGLISH 
 
English lessons encourage students to communicate by speaking and listening, reading and 
writing.  Students will be invited to reflect on their own experience, feelings and views, use 
language for practical and analytical purposes and in creative ways.  They will to learn how to 
respond to 19

th
 Century texts and language; both fiction and non-fiction. 

 
At the end of year 11 at GCSE level, there will be two separate assessments for English 
Language and for English Literature.  Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading 
stimulus and engage with literary texts as well as real contexts.  Students will have opportunities 
to develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into 
different topics and themes.  English Literature will test the students’ understanding and 
sensitivity to literature through chosen and unseen texts. 
 
English Language is assessed by 100% examination.  There is a separately endorsed unit for 
Speaking and Listening that does not contribute to the overall grade for the GCSE.  English 
Literature is also assessed by 100% examination.  There are two examinations for each GCSE 
which will take place at the end of Year 11. 
 
The first English Language examination tests students’ ability to engage analytically with a 
creative text and to write creatively.  The second examination will test students’ insight into how 
writers have particular viewpoints and perspectives on issues or themes that are important to the 
way we think and live our lives.  One of the non-fiction texts will be drawn from the 19

th
 Century.  

Students will also be required to complete a writing task with a specified audience and purpose.  
 
The first English Literature examination will test students on a Shakespeare play and a 19

th
 

Century novel.  The second examination will test students on a modern novel or drama text as 
well as poetry (both seen and unseen).  The poetry will be drawn from a range taken from 1789 to 
the present day. 
Students will be awarded grades on a scale of 1 – 9, with 9 being the highest grade.  There are 
no tiered entries for either subject.  
 
The Area has a policy to regroup students for the start of their GCSE course in Year 10.  Having 
worked with the students in Year 9 and using the teacher assessment results and prior data, we 
will create new mixed ability groups which will give students access to the whole curriculum and 
achieve a broad spectrum of success. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Mrs R Glennie (Curriculum Leader, 
English) and Miss D King (Deputy Curriculum Leader). 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
All students will take this course leading to a GCSE in Mathematics.  The syllabus is designed to 
promote and encourage flexibility and variety in teaching and learning styles in the classroom and 
facilitate the effective use of resources, for example a variety of textbooks, presentations and 
computers. 
 
The course aims to enable students to: 
 

• develop a positive attitude to mathematics 

• consolidate basic skills and meet appropriately challenging work 

• apply mathematical knowledge and understanding to solve problems 

• think and communicate mathematically - precisely, logically and creatively 

• appreciate the place and use of mathematics in society 

• apply mathematical concepts to situations arising in their own lives 

• understand the interdependence of different branches of mathematics 

• work cooperatively, independently, practically and investigationally 

• acquire a firm foundation for further study 
 
Students will have the opportunity to develop skills in the following areas of mathematics: 
 

• using and applying mathematics 

• number and algebra 

• shape, space and measures 

• handling data 
 
The course will be examined at the end of year 11. 
 
There will be three papers, each one and a half hours long, one non-calculator paper and two 
calculator papers. 
 
There are two tiers of entry ensuring assessment of positive achievement: 
 

• Higher  grades 9 - 4 

• Foundation  grades 5 - 1 
 
Settings:  In Year 9 students have been set in colleges with five sets in each college.  In Year 10 
they will be set in year halves of ten sets.  Students will take a test at the end of Year 9 which, 
together with other evidence from their teacher, will be used to place them in an appropriate set 
for Year 10.  We continue to review setting throughout Year 10. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Miss C Tanner (Curriculum Leader for 
Mathematics). 
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SCIENCE 
 

Students continue the GCSE course that they started in Year 9.  Their work will lead to one of two 
types of awards which all have continuous assessment: 
 

 GCSEs in separate sciences, Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

 Two GCSEs named CORE Science and ADDITIONAL Science. 
 

Both of these routes provide a suitable foundation for students proceeding to study AS and A 
level in Biology, Chemistry, Physics or BTEC Level 3 Applied Science. 
 
In the AQA Triple award Course 
 

 Written examinations form 75% of the final mark of each GCSE. 

 Each GCSE comprises three exams so there are nine exams in the Summer of Year 11. 

 The exam can be taken in Higher tier (A*-D grades) or Foundation tier (C-G grades) 

 Examination questions in both tiers include longer answer questions where quality of 
written communication is assessed. 

 Internal assessment (controlled assessment ISA) forms 25% of each GCSE.  
Components include: 
 

a) Research skill (partly completed as homework) 
b) Planning an investigation (written under exam conditions in school) 
c) Carrying out an investigation safely (in small groups) 
d) Obtaining results and presenting the data (written under exam conditions in 

school) 
e) Drawing conclusions from the data obtained (written under exam conditions in 

school) 
 

In the AQA Double award Course 
 

 Students follow the AQA Science syllabus. 

 CORE Science is taught in Years 9 and 10.  There are three external exams in the 
summer of Year 10 which form 75% of the final mark of the CORE science GCSE.  
Therefore one GCSE is completed at the end of year 10.  There is no opportunity in Year 
11 to retake any aspects of the Core Science assessment or exam. 

 The exams can be taken in Higher tier (A*-D grades) or Foundation tier (C-G grades) 

 Examination questions in both tiers include longer answer questions where quality of 
written communication is assessed. 

 The remaining 25% is awarded by the ISA.  

 Additional Science is taught after the Year 10 exam and in Year 11.  There are three 
external exams in the summer of year 11 which form 75% of the Additional Science 
GCSE. 

 Again, each of these exams can be taken in Higher tier or Foundation tier. 

 Similar to Core Science, the remaining 25% is awarded by the ISA  

 Students are awarded individual GCSE grades in each of Core Science and Additional 
Science which may be different grades. 

 
Further information on any of these courses can be obtained by contacting Mr Ellison 
(Curriculum Leader) and Dr Rand (Subject Leader, Physics), Mr Thompson (Subject Leader, 
Chemistry) and Dr Rowe (Subject Leader, Biology). 
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MODERN LANGUAGE 
 
The National Curriculum emphasises the need for students to learn a Modern Language in order to 
give them an equal opportunity with students from other European countries.  In addition, a Modern 
Language is an EBacc subject, along with Maths, Science, English and the Humanities.  To this effect, 
it is compulsory for most students in the school to continue to study the Modern Language they studied 
in Year 9 to GCSE level.  Students who studied two languages may continue to study both or select 
one for a further two year course.   
 
Course outline – French/German/Spanish 
 
It is hoped that all students preparing for the GCSE examinations will enjoy the experience of learning 
and will be given opportunities: 

 

 to develop the ability to use French/German/Spanish effectively for purposes of practical 
communication 

 to promote learning skills of a more general application (e.g. analysing, memorising, drawing 
of inferences) 

 to develop  an understanding of the grammar and syntax of the foreign language 

 to form a sound base of skills, language and attitudes required for further study, work and 
leisure 

 to develop an awareness of the nature of language and language learning 

 to develop positive attitudes to foreign language learning 

 to gain insight into the culture 

 for enjoyment and intellectual stimulation 
 

Syllabus content 
 
The new GCSE syllabus aims to provide learners with the opportunity to understand and provide 
information and opinions about contexts relating to the learners' own lifestyle and that of other people, 
including people in countries/communities where the target language is spoken.  The following topics 
and themes are covered: 
 

 out and about 

 customer service and transactions 

 personal information 

 future plans, education and work 

 media and culture 

 sport and leisure 

 travel and tourism 

 business, work and employment 
 
Syllabus components 
 
Students are assessed in the following four components: 
 
 Unit 1 -Listening   Unit 3 -Reading 
 Unit 2 -Speaking   Unit 4 -Writing 
 
Students will be entered, for each separate skill, for the Foundation Tier or the Higher Tier, and the 
final grade achieved by each student will depend on the level of difficulty overall. 
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Syllabus paper requirements 
 

 Listening:  Students are expected to understand and respond to the spoken language through 
a range of activities requiring understanding of main points and specific details at an 
appropriate level. 

 Reading:  Students are expected to understand and respond to the written language through 
a range of activities requiring understanding of texts at an appropriate level. 

 Speaking:  Students are expected to communicate in the spoken language in a variety of 
tasks involving participation in two controlled assessments. 

 Writing:  Students are expected to complete two pieces of controlled assessment under 
examination conditions. 

 
Teaching methods 
 

 The GCSE syllabus is taught in Modules as in Years 7, 8 and 9. 

 The use of Target Language in the classroom continues to be given priority by the teacher 
and the students. 

 The use of a variety of resources includes a wide range of text books, worksheets, audio 
listening materials, authentic materials, through the media of television programmes, the 
internet, and the support of the Foreign Language Assistant in some classes. 

 Structures, vocabulary and grammar are taught in each module and the importance of 
accuracy is emphasised, particularly for students entering the Higher Tier. 

 Differentiated resources cater for the different tier levels and allow students to work at a pace 
which suits them. 

 
In addition, Year 10 students are encouraged to take part in a school exchange in the country where 
the language they study is spoken. 
 
In recognition of the fact that those students taking Spanish and German have only studied the 
language for one year we have introduced an NVQ course which will be offered to those students for 
whom it is most appropriate.  The course is designed to develop language and skills more suitable for 
use in the workplace and, crucially, assessment is on-going and more accessible than the GCSE 
controlled assessments.  Students take Level 1 in Year 10 and move on to Level 2 by the start of Year 
11, in which they can secure a qualification equivalent to a B grade in the traditional GCSE.  Students 
will be selected for the NVQ groups based on their attainment in Year 9 and parents will be informed 
by letter. 
 
The NVQ course is now also available in French and is offered to those for whom it is more 
appropriate than the traditional GCSE.  Students begin at Level 2, as they have more prior experience 
of studying French, and complete the course over two years. 
 
You can receive further information from: 
 
French GCSE and NVQ: Mr R Davison (Curriculum Leader for Modern Languages). 

 
German GCSE and NVQ: Miss S Hunter (Subject Leader). 
 
Spanish GCSE and NVQ: Mr B McCormick (Subject Leader). 
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THEOLOGY AND ETHICS 
 
All Year 10 students follow a GCSE Course in Religious Studies.  The course aims to provide the 
statutory entitlement to a religious education.  It is aimed towards all students, and provides them 
with opportunities to consider their own beliefs and ideas alongside the beliefs of others. 
 
The content of the GCSE has been carefully chosen to provide an interesting and thought 
provoking course for the students.  The aim of the course is to allow students to learn about 
people and their beliefs, and also gives them the opportunity to begin to think about their own 
ideas and values.  We are keen that students will gain a qualification in Religious Studies, and it 
is a subject that enjoys a high status among both employers and educational establishments. 
 
Course content 
 
The course is taken over a two year period and externally examined at the end of Year 11.  This 
gives the students the chance to consider a variety of issues in both Philosophy and Ethics and 
provides a useful foundation for those considering the subject at Advanced level. 
 
In Year 10 students complete the following units on, "Life Issues".   
 
Areas of study in Year 10 are: 
 

 religion and animal rights 

 religion and early life/abortion 

 religion and war and peace 

 religion and prejudice 
 
This is followed by "Religion and Morality" in Year 11.  Completion of this unit provides the 
students with the requisite skills and knowledge to undertake a full GCSE in Religious Studies, 
which will be examined by two x 1 hour 30 minute exams.  Depending on the result of the internal 
mock examination at the end of the Autumn term in Year 11, students will be entered for either a 
full or short course GCSE in Year 11.  Students entered for a short course based on their internal 
exam will only be externally examined on the material studied in Year 11 through a one and a half 
hour examination. 
 
Areas of study in Year 11 are religious attitudes to: 
 

 medical ethics/euthanasia 

 crime and punishment 

 drug abuse 

 world poverty 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Mr Skinner (Subject Leader). 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
All Year 10 students will participate in a programme of Physical Education.  The likely learning 
experiences will include the opportunity to participate in health related fitness programmes, rugby, 
hockey, football, netball, badminton, tennis, cricket, athletics, basketball, swimming, rounders, 
aerobics, volleyball and outdoor education.   
 
Key philosophies in relation to these activities include: 
 

 that teaching will take place in mixed groups, where such mixing is likely to enhance the 
learning experiences of the students 

 that the learning experiences should be fun 

 that each student is challenged to develop quality in knowledge, understanding 
performance, coaching and officiating 

 that each student is encouraged to develop a sense of personal best 

 that each student develops in self esteem 
 
Key Processes 
 
There are five key processes that students will develop and be assessed in: 
 

 developing skills 

 making and applying decisions 

 developing physical and mental capacity 

 evaluating and improving 

 making informed choices about healthy, active lifestyles 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment is achieved through observation and feedback and through review of courses, 
understanding and performance.  Learning is evaluated through Reviews which inform both 
students and parents of their progress in terms of skills and understanding. 
 
Teaching styles 
 
Students in any single lesson are likely to be engaged in a variety of differing tasks depending on 
their current level of knowledge, understanding and performance and are encouraged to learn 
through practice, problem solving, observation, analysis and experimentation. 
 
Extra-curricular 
 
A wide range of sporting opportunities will be provided outside curriculum time.  We expect to 
continue the School’s strong tradition in Inter- College and Inter-School matches. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Mr G Hughes (Subject Leader). 
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH and CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 
 
The PSHCE course is delivered to all students in Years 10 and 11, by a team of specialist 
teachers including: College Leaders and other experienced members of staff in this field.  
Students in Year 10 and Year 11 are also supported by outside agencies.  The course builds on 
the work covered in Year 9 and focuses on aspects of Citizenship, Health and Relationships.  
Students are encouraged to explore their attitudes and values and to develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills which will enable them to participate fully, responsibly and successfully 
in adult society. 
 
Health and Relationship Education: 
 
Topics covered in Year 10: safer sex and contraception; sexually transmitted infections; the 

effects of pornography, relationships, racism. 
 
Topics covered in Year 11: testicular, cervical and breast cancers, relationships. 
 
Across both year groups students are encouraged to consider the choices they have and the 
consequences of the decisions they make, in relation to these choices.  They explore the concept 
of taking responsibility for one’s actions and the way these actions impact on others. 
 
Citizenship at Key Stage 4 
 
Topics covered in Year 10: We build on issues of rights begun in Year 9 and consider the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in relation to issues affecting children both 
globally and in the UK.  We also address issues linked to the United Nations Security Council. 
 
Topics covered in Year 11:  Citizenship topics of global issues linked to human rights and 
globalisation and poverty are covered throughout the curriculum. 
 
Across the year groups, students are encouraged to consider how issues that affect them now 
will affect them as they move on to work or higher education.  They consider finance and 
budgeting as preparation for future life, while also considering how they might be involved in the 
wider community as voters and consumers.  Financial literacy is addressed   specifically by the 
Maths department. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Mrs J Buckley (Subject Leader). 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY SUBJECTS 
 
 
 
 

Food and Nutrition 
 
 

Graphic Products 
 
 

Resistant Material Technology 
 
 

Systems and Control 
 
 

Textile Technology 
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GCSE Options – Design Technology 
 
Design and Technology is an important part of the school curriculum that develops a wide range 
of skills.  Students are expected to study one of the Design and Technology subjects to GCSE 
and they should think very carefully about this choice – changes to options once they have 
started the courses in Year 10 will only be considered in exceptional circumstances. 
 
The following pages contain more detailed information about each of the five Design and 
Technology subjects offered: 
 

 Textiles 

 Resistant Materials 

 Graphics 

 Systems and Control 

 Food and Nutrition 
 
The Year 9 timetable is structured so that students have a chance to experience 4 out of the 5 
GCSE subjects – they do not need to have studied a Design and Technology subject in Year 9 to 
opt for it at GCSE level. 
 
Because of the structure of the year 9 course in Design and Technology the forthcoming parents 
evening is an important opportunity to discuss the best course for GCSE.  There will be staff from 
all five subject areas available.  If you would like to discuss your son/daughter’s progress 
specifically, then please make an appointment with their Design and Technology teachers using 
the usual booking system. 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact Mrs L Cheney (Curriculum Leader for Design 
and Technology). 
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FOOD AND NUTRITION 
 
This course enables students to gain practical skills in the preparation, cooking and presentation 
of food within the context of the home.  This option will enable students to extend their design and 
technological capability in order to: 
 

 learn food preparation techniques 

 use a range of food preparation equipment 

 learn about nutrition, diet and health throughout life 

 understand factors affecting food choice 

 investigate nutritional, physical, chemical and sensory properties of foods in storage, 
preparation and cooking 

 investigate food hygiene and safety 
 
There are two areas of assessment: 
 

 60% controlled assessment – one piece is completed in Year 10 worth 20% of the 
final grade, and one piece is completed in Year 11 worth 40% of the final grade.  
Both involve practical work and a concise written portfolio. 

 40% Examination – this involves one written paper targeted at the full range of GCSE 
grades. 

 
Progress from GCSE can be into AS or A2 Food Technology 
 
Career progression can be via HND or Degree courses in Food Science, Nutrition, Marketing or 
Management, or through vocational qualifications in areas such as Hospitality and Catering. 
 
The resources available in the Food area are extensive and will maximise the student’s 
opportunities.  There will be some costs for food ingredients but these are kept to a minimum and 
there is usually choice over ingredients used. 
 
Further information about the Food and Nutrition GCSE is available from Mrs S Voss (Subject 
Leader) 
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GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 

 
This course will give students the opportunity to gain skills in Graphic Design.  Using a range of 
techniques and materials students will have the opportunity to design and make Graphic products 
covering various contexts such as packaging, promotion and corporate identity. 
 
The focus on this course will be to: 
 

 develop design capabilities through learning a range of technical drawing techniques including 
rendering techniques 

 understand and apply knowledge of materials including papers/cards and plastics and to carry 
out manufacturing processes using these materials 

 gain an understanding of the graphic design industry including typography, printing methods 
and digital design 

 research the work of designers David Carson and Neville Brody 

 research sustainability and legislative issues 
 
The specification involves: 
 
Unit 1: Examination 
 
A two hour Graphics examination worth 40% of the final GCSE grade: 
 
Section A 
 

 developing, planning and communicating ideas  

 product analysis  

 sustainability and legislative issues  

 other designers/practitioners  
 
Section B  
 

 commercial manufacturing practices  

 knowledge of materials and components  

 tools, equipment and making  

 ICT, CAD, CAM  

 systems and processes 
 
Unit 2: Controlled Assessment  
 
A thirty hour design and make task; involving practical skills and a design portfolio worth 60% of the 
final GCSE grade. 
 
The resources available in the department are extensive and will maximise the student’s opportunities.  
Students will be expected to bring their own essential equipment such as a 2H and HB pencil, a 
compass, protractor, ruler, sharpener, rubber and colouring pencils to all lessons.  It would also be 
useful for students to have a memory stick to save work for the digital aspect of this course. 
 
Graphic Design can be useful for progression towards many careers including: Graphic Design, 
Illustration, Web Design, copywriting, photography, animation, print making, architecture, advertising, 
product design and many more.  Graphic design skills are used in many areas of design and industry – 
anything that uses visual communication could be created by a graphic designer. 
 
Students may consider doing Product Design Graphics at A level. 
 
Further information can be obtained from Miss E Morgan (Subject Leader). 
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RESISTANT MATERIALS 
 
Resistant Materials offers an opportunity for students to identify and solve real problems by 
designing and making products in a wide range of contexts. 
 
Students will have the opportunity to analyse and evaluate situations, design and make products, 
and then evaluate their own performance.  Students will work with a range of materials and using 
ICT (CAD/CAM). 
 
Students will be able to learn about the variety of roles involved in design and technology; client, 
designer, maker, user etc.  Candidates will be encouraged to consider the relationship between 
technology and society. 
 
Resistant materials will enable learners to: 

 

 solve real problems using the design process 

 develop their graphical communication skills 

 develop as independent learners 

 consider sustainability in design 

 use tools and equipment to design and make quality products 

 analyse existing products and produce practical solutions to meet a need 

 develop decision-making skills through individual and collaborative working 

 be creative and innovative when solving problems 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment is based on two elements: 
 
Coursework (60%) 
 
The student will be expected to produce a project consisting of a: 
 

 design portfolio 

 product made from wood, metal and/or polymer 
 
Examination (40%) 
 
The examination consists of a two hour paper.  Students will be asked questions on the following: 
 

 product analysis 

 designers/practioners 

 the design process 

 commercial manufacturing processes 

 materials and components, tools and equipment 

 ICT, CAD/CAM 
 

You can receive further information on this subject from Mr Patel (subject leader) 
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SYSTEMS AND CONTROL 
 
This course will give students the opportunity to gain skills in the control of systems using 
electronics, computers, and mechanics.  It will provide the necessary basis to continue onto A 
level Electronics.  Students will also develop their capability in Design and Technology by using 
tools and processes with a wide range of materials and components.  Quality outcomes are 
central to the design and making process.   
 
There will be an opportunity to: 
 

 learn about semi-conductor devices (transistors, diodes, thyristors, thermistors, light 
dependent resistors etc.) and how to use them in simple electronic circuits to achieve a 
desired outcome. 

 learn how to link these circuits together to solve simple problems and to meet the needs 
of a design brief. 

 use application specific integrated circuits (ASICs) like the 555 timer chip and the 
Operational Amplifier to achieve a more sophisticated outcome. 

 use re-programmable micro-controller chips as an alternative means of meeting a design 
brief. 

 learn mechanics (forces, mechanisms, structures, materials) as well as design 
considerations (product analysis, sustainability, legislative issues, commercial practice 
and design influences) 

 
The syllabus consists of: 

 
60% Coursework including a 40 hour practical project 
40% Examination involves one two hour paper 

 
This course will provide a first class basis for students wishing to pursue studies at A level in 
Electronics, Science, Computer Science or a vocational course in Engineering.  The present 
resources available in this area are outstanding and will afford a superb opportunity for students 
to achieve their full potential.  Essential materials will be provided. 
 
It should be noted that an interest in electronics/engineering and an aptitude for mathematics and 
physics would be very useful for this GCSE course. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Mr D Stosiek (Subject Leader). 
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TEXTILES 
 
During this course, students will have the opportunity to identify and solve real problems by 
designing and making imaginative textile products in a wide range of contexts.  
 
There will be an opportunity to: 
 

 learn through designing and manufacturing 

 find out about the textile industry 

 research the work of current designers 

 research sustainability, ethical and legislative issues 

 explore materials and components 

 experiment with decorative and construction techniques 
 
The course involves: 
 
Unit 1: Examination 
 

A two hour Textiles examination worth 40% of the final GCSE grade 
 
Unit 2: Controlled Assessment  
 

A choice of design and make tasks; involving practical skills and a design portfolio worth 
60% of the final GCSE grade. 

 
Many students find that the course helps them to: 
 

 develop portfolios for interview purposes 

 progress from GCSE to AS and A2 Textiles 

 gain career progression via a Foundation Art & Design Diploma, BA Costume Design, 
Textile Design, Textiles Marketing or Retailing 

 
The resources available in the department are extensive and will maximise the student’s 
opportunities.  All essential equipment will be provided.  Costs will be kept to a minimum in Year 
10.  In Year 11 there will be a choice of Controlled Assessment Tasks for which students will 
need to provide fabric. 
 
Further information can be obtained from Mrs T David (Subject Leader). 
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
 
 
 

Art and Design 
 

Business Studies 
 

Computing 
 

Dance 
 

Drama 
 

Geography 
 

Health and Social Care (Single Award) 
 

History 
 

ICT 
 

Music GCSE 
 

Music (BTEC Level 2) 
 

Physical Education 
 

Second Modern Language 
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ART AND DESIGN 
 
This is an interesting and challenging course for students with a real commitment to Art and 
Design, covering both practical and theoretical work in the key areas of painting, sculpture and 
printmaking. 
 
Students will produce a portfolio of work based on a variety of project starting points.  A 
sketchbook forms an important part of the study programme in which students investigate and 
research ideas, record personal observations and develop their understanding of other artists and 
cultures.  This will enable them to plan their practical work effectively before embarking upon a 
series of final pieces in a variety of different chosen media.  Students are also required to make 
studies of the work of other artists and cultures and relate this to their own work. 
 
As the course progresses students will have the opportunity to further develop a more personal 
approach in which they explore their own ideas in their preferred medium.  The main themes 
include the study of the Figure in its Environment and Taking Art Apart, where the elements of 
design are examined along with the natural world including landscape.  These topics provide a 
rich source of ideas and material for first-hand study and will also provide a real link with the 
established artists and designers. 
 
At the end of each term the work will be assessed.  Marks are given for each of the following 
criteria: 
 

 observational skills 

 preliminary ideas 

 the use of techniques and processes 

 modifying and refining work 

 looking at the work of other artists and cultures 

 evaluation 
 
The examination is divided into two components: 
 

1. Coursework Unit 60% 
2. Controlled Test   40% 

 
From the above information it can be seen that real commitment to the subject and a willingness 
to learn new skills and ideas is required by all taking the course. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Ms A Davies (Curriculum Leader, Art) 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
 
What is GCSE Business Studies? 
 
Business Studies is real and relevant.  It offers young people the chance to develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills in relation to businesses small and large, local or international. 
 
Key Skills 
 
The GCSE specification requires students to: 

 

 actively engage in the study of business and economics to develop as effective and 
independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds 

 use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and opinions, to build arguments 
and make informed judgements 

 develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a 
range of local, national and global contexts 

 appreciate the range of perspectives of different people in relation to business and 
economic activities. 

 consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and 
sustainable. 

 
Course Content 
 
The programme of study includes: 
 

 spotting a business opportunity, showing enterprise and putting a business idea into 
practice 

 making the start-up effective 

 understanding the economic context 

 marketing 

 meeting customer needs 

 effective financial and people management  

 the wider world affecting business 
 
Assessment 
 
The course is assessed by terminal examinations and controlled assessments 
 
What next? 
 
A GCSE qualification in Business Studies can lead to further in depth study of Business Studies 
at A level and can raise awareness of other subjects such as Economics, Law and Accounting. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Mr G Pearce (Subject Leader). 
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COMPUTING 
 
Why choose GCSE computing? 
 
Students wanting to go on to higher study or employment in the computer science or ICT field will 
find this course provides a superb stepping stone. 
 
GCSE Computing is a great way to develop critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills, 
which can be transferred to further learning and everyday life.  Computer Science is now part of 
the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) and the skills which you will learn from studying Computing 
are very sought after by both further education and employers.  Career prospects are excellent 
and the expanding computer related industries provide a wide range of opportunities. 
 
What does the course entail? 
 
Students studying this course will develop their understanding of current and emerging 
technologies and how they work.  They will acquire and apply creative and technical skills, 
knowledge and understanding of ICT in a range of contexts.  Students will look at the use of 
algorithms in computing and develop programs to solve problems.  In particular, students will 
design and develop apps for android devices and learn to program computers using the Python 
language to solve a range of tasks.  GCSE Computing also provides a thorough introduction to 
the theory underlying the technology behind modern computer systems.  Topics studied will 
include hardware, software, database systems, networks, and data representation. 
 

 Unit F451  Computer Systems and programming  theory written paper  40% 

 Unit F452 Practical investigation   controlled assessment 30% 

 Unit F453 Programming project    controlled assessment  30% 
 
Further information is available from Mr Burdett (Curriculum Leader) 
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DANCE 
 
This course leads to a GCSE qualification in Dance. 
 
Course Aims 
 
The aims of the course are to develop each student’s knowledge, understanding and skills of 
Dance through performance, choreography (creating dances) and appreciation (the study of 
dance works). 
 
Students will study a range of professional dance works, in a variety of styles, on video and 
through live performance.  Practical work is normally in a contemporary style and involves 
learning sequences of movement and creating dance pieces. 
 
Theory and practical work are integrated within the lesson and the syllabus prepares for further 
study in dance including A Level Dance, AS/A2 PE, and AS/A2 Performance Studies.  
 
Students will have the opportunity to perform in school dance shows and other such events.  
They will also participate in workshops with visiting artists/companies, and attend theatre trips to 
see live dance performances. 
 
Assessment 
 

20% Performance of a set dance 
20% Performance of a duo/group dance related to a professional dance work 
15% Solo composition task 
25% Choreography task 
20% Written exam (1 hour).  Questions are based on two professional works 
 

 
You can receive further information on this subject from Mrs E Ncube (Subject Leader).  
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DRAMA AND THEATRE ARTS 
 
This course combines practical, group and theoretical work and aims to give students an 
understanding of how Drama and the Theatre work in a variety of ways.  It is aimed not only at 
those who want to go on to AS/A2 Level Drama and Theatre Studies, but at anyone who wants to 
speak and present themselves clearly and confidently, and anyone who enjoys drama and 
performing. 
 
What does the course entail? 
 
The majority of the assessment and the course programme is practical.  Students will undertake a 
series of improvisation, creation and performance projects based on different drama forms.  They 
will then submit the best two marks, which will form 60% of the overall GCSE mark.  Students will 
also be required to complete a written exam based on a studied script and practical work 
completed during the course. 
 
A large amount of time will be dedicated to skill building and exploring different genres, 
practitioners and play texts, with the overall objective of experiencing a variety of theatre, 
inspiring them and expanding their drama repertoire. 
 
Why choose GCSE Drama? 
 
In addition to helping students acquire subject knowledge, this course: 
 

 encourages students to explore and actively engage in a wide range of creative and 
stimulating activities to develop as effective and independent learners and as critical and 
reflective thinkers with enquiring minds.  This is of paramount importance to employers 
and is therefore a very desirable GCSE. 

 develops and demonstrates competence in a range of practical, creative and 
performance skills 

 encourages students to work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, 
generating, developing and communicating ideas 

 provides a strong and appropriate foundation for further progression to drama courses, 
including A level Drama and Theatre Studies, and enhanced vocational and career 
pathways. 
 

Pupils will be fully supported, encouraged and enthused throughout each aspect of the course 
and they will find it to be an excellent opportunity to work creatively, practically and in a less 
pressurised setting whilst learning all the time. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Miss K Ashton (Subject Leader). 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
Why choose Geography? 

 
Geography is a window to understanding the world and the way people live and interact on it. 
Geography is a traditional subject which is extremely popular with employers, universities and 
colleges, but also offers a contemporary view of the world.  
 
By studying important issues, such as urbanisation, population growth, tectonic hazards and river 
management, students will be able to understand some of the most important issues of our time, 
helping society to solve and live with these issues. 
 
What does the course consist of? 
 
There are 6 topics that are studied throughout the 2 year course. 
 

 Human Geography – Population Change, Tourism and Changing Urban Environments 

 Physical Geography – Tectonics, Rivers and Coasts  
 
Assessment 

 

 25% Controlled Assessment based on a local fieldwork investigation (The write-up for 
this will be completed under supervision in class.) 

 37.5% Human Geography exam 

 37.5% Physical Geography exam 
 
Students can be entered for either the Foundation or Higher tier: 
 

 Foundation tier offers grades   C-G 

 Higher tier offers grades   A*-D 
 
Fieldwork 

 
There is a compulsory field trip locally, in relation to our controlled assessment.  Beyond this 
there is also an optional 5 day trip to Sicily, in the Easter holidays and other enrichment 
opportunities.  
 
Beyond GCSE 

 
Geography is an increasingly popular A level and degree course.  Geography develops a number 
of valuable skills, these include: evidence based decision making, problem solving and analytical 
skills.  Geography helps develop a contemporary view of the world, increasing our understanding 
of different customs and communities. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Mr T Hardinge (Subject Leader). 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE GCSE (Single Award) 
 
Why should I choose this course? 
 
Students wishing to follow a career which involves working with people, such as in the medical, 
social or educational professions would definitely find this course of use to them. 
 
You will: 

 

 analyse issues and problems 

 identify, gather and record relevant information and evidence 

 analyse and evaluate evidence, and make reasoned judgements with conclusions 

 learn the importance of respecting the rights of others (care value base) when working 
with different groups of people 

 
Who is the vocational course for? 
 
The course will appeal to you if you: 
 

 care about other people with varying needs 

 want to work with people 

 enjoy independent research and study, and finding out about how people develop 

 want to find out how different needs are met by services and workers in either the health, 
social care or early years industry 

 
The structure of the GCSE course 
 
Unit 1: Understanding Personal Development and Relationships (Exam: 1hr 15 mins) 
 
This unit will help you understand how people grow and develop, as well as the personal 
relationships people have during their lives.  You will look at how people grow and develop from 
birth, right through to later adulthood.  This will include their physical, intellectual, emotional and 
social development.  This knowledge will help you understand others and the development of self 
concept, as well as life changes and factors that affect development. 
 
Unit 2: Health, Social Care and Early Years Provision (Portfolio) 
 
This unit is based on an investigation into the needs of one person and how a health, social care 
or early year's organisation meets those needs.  The age range of the person you study will be 
set by the exam board and you will conduct all of the research yourself. This research may 
involve interviewing people and reading reports, e.g. Ofsted, to identify key points.  
 
You will be expected to produce an in depth report under controlled conditions based on your 
investigation into the needs of the chosen service user and how their needs are met by the 
service provider and care practitioners, at that setting. Students DO NOT have work experience.  
It is not based on practice, but knowledge acquired. 
 
Assessment of the units: 
 

 60% of the marks are for unit 2 the portfolio 

 40% of the marks are for unit 1 examination 
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What can I do after this course? 
 
Students wishing to follow a career in the medical, social or educational professions would 
definitely find this course of use to them.  Students can progress to AS/A2 Health and Social Care 
as a single or double option. 

 
You can receive further information from Mrs Archer (Subject Leader). 
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HISTORY 
 
Course Outline 
 

Modern World History 1919 - 2000 
 
This interesting and stimulating course builds upon experiences and successes in Year 9 
delivering a GCSE which will make you more aware of the world around you, and equips students 
with a range of relevant skills for their chosen career path. 
 

 USA 1929 – 2000: Investigating the rise and fall of the Ku Klux Klan, the struggle for Civil 
Rights, Martin Luther King and Malcolm X.  Exploring changing American attitudes to the 
rest of the world including America in World War Two, the beginning and end of the Cold 
War including Vietnam and 1960s protest. (25%) 
 

 GERMANY 1919 – 1947: German anger at the peace treaties, recovery in the 1920s, 
how and why Hitler came to power, what made him so strong.  What life was like in Nazi 
Germany, sport, entertainment and the Arts, the impact of the war on the lives of the 
German people.  The horrific consequences of racism and war crimes. (25%) 
 

 BRITAIN 1951 – 79: The impact of World War Two on Britain and changes to 
government, education and the state.  Social and cultural change including rise of the 
teenager and popular music styles and fashion, the generation gap and women’s 
liberation.  The emergence of multicultural Britain, fear of nuclear war and protest. (25%) 
 

 CONTROLLED ASSIGNMENT: Two tasks investigating Britain during World War Two, 
all completed in class with teacher guidance.  Topics may include: Dunkirk: military 
disaster or propaganda victory?  Was Churchill a great war leader?  Did ‘Blitz Spirit’ 
exist?  What was the impact of Evacuation? (25%) 
 

 
Skills 
 
The course will develop the skills and attitudes engendered in Year 9 in order to give students 
relevant and focussed expertise for their future choices: 
 

 The ability to make judgements regarding the nature of evidence, and to make sound 
logical arguments.  This is a highly effective skill valued in further education and careers 
such as the law and diplomacy. 

 The ability to select and deploy relevant information and to use it in a clear and effective 
way to make informed judgements, in both written and verbal formats.  These are skills 
relevant to a range of business activities as well as an excellent grounding for careers 
such as journalism, publishing and the media. 

 The skill to understand the nature and context of the world around us, why events 
happen, what are the results of those events, the motives of people, why some 
individuals are more influential than others, and how people can be manipulated and won 
over. 

 Creative, collaborative and leadership skills necessary to working successfully within a 
team both in further education and employment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 4 Options Page 29 
 

Assessment 
 
This will take the form of three papers, as well as a controlled assignment, on Britain and the 
Second World War. 
 
A variety of historical sources, such as diaries, artefacts, slides, videos, posters, will be examined 
and students are encouraged to contribute to these.  The Department has run trips to the World 
War 1 Battlefields of Belgium and France and has visited the 'D Day' beaches in Normandy, as 
well as Berlin, Paris, St Petersburg, New York and Washington, Auschwitz, Munich and 
Nuremberg. 

 

You can receive further information on this subject from Mr M Pardoe (Curriculum Leader). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 4 Options Page 30 
 

ICT 

 
GCSE ICT will qualify you to operate confidently in today’s digital world.  It doesn’t teach you how 
computers work or how to program them, but it does show you how to use ICT effectively and 
safely.  It’s like the difference between a good driver and a mechanic - you don’t need to know all 
about what’s under the bonnet to be a good driver.  GCSE ICT is a useful, real-world qualification, 
whether you see your future including university, training or going out to work.  GCSE ICT will 
also look good on your CV whatever you go on to do.  Today virtually all workers need to be 
confident operators of digital devices.  Taking GCSE ICT will give you valuable digital know-how 
which is a key skill that you can use in all walks of life. 
 
Assessment 
 

 Unit 1 – 40% Exam - Living in a digital world.  Questions based on digital devices such as 
mobile phones, tables, games consoles etc. 

 

 Unit 2 – 60% Controlled Assessment.  This work is carried out in class and involves 
organising an event such as a music festival. It includes research, producing promotional 
material such as flyers, radio adverts, prototype mobile phone App s and working out the 
festival costs.  

 
Beyond GCSE 
 
Increase your employability even further by continuing ICT at AS or A2 level.  These courses 
build upon your existing knowledge of ICT enabling you to develop of a wide range of practical 
skills, problem solving skills and analytical skills which can then be tailored to perform useful 
tasks. 
 
Further information on this subject can be obtained from Mr Burdett (Curriculum Leader) and 
Mrs Lingham (Subject Leader). 
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GCSE MUSIC 
 
The Edexcel GCSE Music Course is open to anyone who plays an instrument or sings, and loves 
music, and is interested in finding out more about it.  
 
You will be able to develop your own musical interests and skills, including an understanding of 
how to make music individually and in groups.  The course will enable you to evaluate your own 
and others’ music, and develop an understanding and appreciation of a range of different kinds of 
music.  It will also develop your broader life-skills and attributes including critical and creative 
thinking, aesthetic sensitivity, emotional awareness, cultural understanding, self-discipline, self-
confidence and self-motivation.  
 
We will expect you to participate actively and enthusiastically in class through performing, 
listening, and composing, and to join in at least one of the wide range of exciting clubs and 
activities that the Music Department has to offer.  You will also be offered enrichment activities 
such as master classes and trips to musicals. 
 
We will also expect you to have lessons on at least 1 instrument (or singing) throughout Years 10 
and 11.  
 
The course is divided into 3 Units: 
 
Unit 1: Performing Music 
 

 One solo performance on your instrument 

 One ensemble performance with others.  
 
You will have the chance to rehearse for both of these in your classroom lessons, and will be 
taught how to improve your performance skills - both as a soloist, and as part of an ensemble.  
 
Unit 2: Composing Music  
 

 Create 2 compositions or 2 arrangements or 1 composition and 1 arrangement.  

 Use Sibelius or Cubase computer software.  

 Record both of them, and submit a written score or commentary for both.  
 
Unit 3 – Listening and Appraising 
 

 Take a 1hr 30 minute listening exam on ‘set works’: pieces of music that you will 
listen to and learn about during the course.  

 
All of the units refer to the Areas of Study – the actual music you will listen to.  These are:  
 

 western classical music 1600 – 1899 (eg Mozart, Symphony no. 40) 

 music in the 20
th
 century (eg Bernstein, West Side Story) 

 popular music in context (eg Jeff Buckley, Grace) 

 world music (eg Rag Desh) 
 

Further information on the course is available from Mr Bruton (Director of Music) 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION GCSE 
 
We deliver the Edexcel Physical Education course which consists of 60% practical and 40% 
theory. 
 
The theory course content includes the following topics:- 
 

Fitness and Health  - training methods, diet, drugs, body type, healthy 
     active lifestyles 

 
Anatomy and Physiology - muscles, joints, ligaments, energy systems 
 
Circulatory System  - blood composition, heart structure and function 
 
Respiratory System  - structure and function of lungs and breathing 
 
Raising Participation in  - role of schools, local authorities, government 
sport  
Sport and Exercise   initiatives, role models, socio-cultural influences 
 
Improving Performances  - personality, motivation, arousal, skill, 
competition. 
in Sport 

 
The practical aspect of the course will involve individual assessment in 4 different sports and a 
written analysis of performance. 
 
This course is not only for the individual who is gifted at sport but also for those who have an 
interest in the subject.  It will provide ideal preparation for A level Physical Education.  Students 
should also note that there is a high level of science and written work involved in the course, with 
three of the five lessons being theoretical. 
 
You can receive further information on this subject from Mr G Hughes (Subject Leader). 
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SECOND MODERN LANGUAGE 
 
The Modern Languages Department hopes that students who have studied two languages in 
Year 9 will understand the tremendous advantage the study of two languages could bring to their 
future career prospects.  As part of our gifted and talented linguists programme, they may be 
expected to sit some elements of the French GCSE at the end of Year 10.  In Year 11, as well as 
completing outstanding modules, they will be taught AS skills and structures in the hope that they 
will continue the study of at least one language at AS and A2 level. 
 
Students who take the opportunity to continue the study of their second Modern Language from 
Year 9 will study it alongside French. 
 
In exceptional circumstances and with the agreement of their teacher and the Head of 
Languages, gifted and talented linguists may be allowed to study a second modern language in 
place of another subject. 
 
You can receive further information from: 
 
French: Mr R Davison (Curriculum Leader for Modern Languages). 
 
German: Miss S Hunter (Subject Leader). 
 
Spanish: Mr B McCormick (Subject Leader). 
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THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE (Ebacc) 
 

Students who gain a grade C or better in Mathematics, English, Science, Geography and/or 
History, and a Modern Foreign Language have completed the English Baccalaureate. 
 
This is a measure that has been introduced by the government to represent what they perceive to 
be a rigorous core curriculum.  It is, though, recognised that this will not suit all students. 
 
In the Thomas Hardye School the subjects taken by most students already cover the English 
Baccalaureate, but this measure is gaining in prominence and it might start to be increasingly 
important in the future opportunities available to students.  In considering which subjects to 
choose for their options, students might consider the increasing weight being given to the 
humanities (Geography and History), although these subjects are not currently part of the 
compulsory subjects. 
 
As with all elements of the options process, students can discuss the English Baccalaureate with 
their tutors and subject teachers. 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE Grading Changes 
 
Over the coming years the grading system for GCSEs is moving to a numbers based system, 
with values from 9 to 1, 9 showing the highest level of performance.  This system will first be 
introduced in Mathematics and English which means that the students already deciding their 
options will have some numerical grades and some grades in the A* to G system.  This will be the 
same for all students in Year 9 throughout the country. 
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The Thomas Hardye School 
Queens Avenue 
Dorchester 
Dorset 
DT1 2ET 
 
Phone: 01305 266064 

e-mail: admin@thomas-hardye.net 


